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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF 'TEXAS
" AUSTIN

GERALD €, MANN : . ,«?
ATTORNKY OENERAL . Té

Honoreble E. Y. Cunninghenm
County Auvditor ’
Lavarro County

Corsicana, TezAg

Dear Sir4 ) . l Op;nion Ho.

authority <o

phals Xor poriod of
Y, 1941, to ei

"~ -

et

of Aend preaiwis v coXpain offi-

Mandatory act to Arti-

{i) Aiutes,
of this dapsrtment reads:
© %In 1939 opinion |
Ho. 0~205 Aunditox

C. J. Wildey Cownty Aucitor
tho offoct tdqt Cquatiey shiuld not pay the
; iumlssioners, County

;o). the stand thet the county
sé&u%ﬁh. P2y the bonds of the above named

of fiadal s, d for ths year 194), thoy were
requir Q_gpsgay their owa bonds. FKowever, dur~
ing last"Full soms naw loglslation was passed
whorchyr couaties wverc authorized to refund dbond
premjuns to such officlals for the rcaalndor of
the yoar, after sald law wont 1nto effect,
Thig, vie aid. :

wour County Traasuref, who c¢nas into office
January 1, 1941, was ascoordod ths sams troatmont
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Honorablc E. Y. Cunningham, Page &

&3 tho othsr above nemed officials, anrd
he vas refunded that portion of his bond
covering October, November and December, -
1941, liow, however, he has requested that %
- %he County refund the full smount of his s
bond for the year 1941, or rather, for the
" months not already refunded.

"o feil to seo Lowva can &o thislleéalé
ly, and would appreciate an opinion from your
office on this metter, so ws shall know vhat -
to do." ‘ S .

. Article 85899, Vernon's Annotated Civil Statutos,
vas amended by Bouse Blll 524, Acts of the £7th Legislature,
The purpose of the emcondaent was to provide for tho -payment
of bond promiumg for certain county officials who had thsre-
toford besn roguirsd to pay their owan preaiums, .Such purrpose
is exprossed in the caption tharsof as follows: :

"AY ACT smonding Articls 5899, Revised
Civil Statutsg of Taéxas, 1925 . « « to pro-
vide that preaium on official bondy for
county tremsureras . . « 8and their deputies,
shell be pald from county funds , , .*

Such amondment went into effect ninety days after
July 'S, 1241, 7You cite such emendment as authority for the
counties "to refund bond premiums to sueh officiala for ths
repainder of the year, after said lew went into effoct” and
state that you have made guch rofunds, for that period of
time dating from the effective cato of the ect throvgh Decem-
ber 31, 1941. You now ask if:the.county has authority to
refund tho bond prcaiums to tho various officials for that
pariod of time from January 1, 1941, to -the effective &ite
of the amendatory act. o - co
" Paragraph (b) of Section 2 of the amendatory act
Provides: : ‘ .

“Each officor named 4in this cct « . «
and including the covat of surety bonds for
his doputies, provided that exponses lncurrod
for premiums on officisls' bonds for thae couniy
troasvrer, county euditor, county road cozmio-
"sioners, county school suporintondent, and the
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Honorable E. Y. Cunginghem, -Poge 3

‘hide and animal inspectoxr, including the cost
of surety bonds for any deputies of any such
officers, may be also indluded, and such ex-.
ponses to be passed on, predetermined end al-s,
lowed in ths time and amount, as nsarly as -
possible, by the Comuissioners Court once

- eaoh month, for the ensuing month, . . "

A caroful consideration of ths act as a whole
clearly indicates a total lack of authority on the part of
the county to moke a refund to the county treasurer, or to
any other officor nsmed therecin, for that portion of his
bond premiums covering tho period of time from Joauayy 1,
1941, to the offectiys date of the act.

Since such question is not bofore us, it is to
be éxpressly understood that we are not.passing uwpon the au-
thority of the Commissionors® Court to authorize a refund
t0 the enumoratod officials of that portion of their bond

preaiums covering tho period of timo frca the offective deto

of the act through Dgcambar 31, 194l.
Yours very truly
o - ATTORNEY GEWSRAL OF TEXAS
SROVED FrB 11, 1942 _
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